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Born & Raised in
 Long Beach, CA

Career as Musician
 & Assistant to VP 

Warner Bros Records

After seeing Charlie on David 
Letterman in 2010, joined Algalita 

as Education Director. Became 
Executive Director in 2016.

Married in 2013, two boys – now 7 and 11.

ABOUT ME – KATIE ALLEN

15 YEARS AT ALGALITA!
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CHARLES MOORE / Long Beach, CA



FOUNDED ALGALITA IN 1994 

KELP RESTORATION ALONG SO. CA & BAJA



1997 TRANSPAC RACE

THE GREAT PACIFIC GARBAGE PATCH (EASTERN NORTH PACIFIC GYRE)





1999 – 2019  /  12+ NPG Monitoring Expeditions 



DOZENS OF PEER-REVIEWED 
PUBLICATIONS
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Moore Plastic Pollution Research & Learning Center



LOCATED AT THE ENTRY POINT TO ALAMITOS BAY



KAYAK EXPLORERS 
OCEAN SCIENCE PROGRAM











SAMPLING SITE
STRATEGY

The sampling site design for this project has yet to be developed and will be determined through a 
collaborative planning process. The framework will include a mix of researcher sites and citizen 
science sites, each serving a unique purpose. Researcher sites will be located in areas requiring 
advanced testing methods or safety precautions, such as locations with poor accessibility or higher 
environmental risks. These sites will ensure the collection of detailed, scientifically rigorous data 
that complements the broader monitoring effort. Citizen science sites, on the other hand, will be 
selected based on accessibility and ease of sampling, enabling community members to contribute 
meaningful data while fostering local engagement. Additionally, the project may incorporate a 
scatter site design component, which involves selecting a variety of dispersed locations to capture 
a broader snapshot of water quality conditions across Alamitos Bay. This combined approach 
ensures both the depth and geographical diversity of data collection, creating a comprehensive 
picture of the bay’s water quality while empowering citizens to take an active role in environmental 
stewardship.



WATER QUALITY
TEST PRIORITIES
The program will focus on conducting critical water quality 
tests to provide a comprehensive understanding of Alamitos 
Bay’s health. These tests may include measuring pH levels 
to assess acidity, dissolved oxygen to determine the water’s 
capacity to support marine life, and nutrient levels such as 
nitrogen and phosphorus, which can indicate potential risks 
of harmful algal blooms. 

Additionally, salinity measurements will help track tidal 
influences and ocean-bay interactions, while temperature 
readings can reveal seasonal or localized variations affecting 
aquatic ecosystems. In some areas, microplastics sampling 
may also be conducted to investigate pollution from plastic 
debris. Together, these tests will offer valuable insights into 
the bay’s environmental conditions, supporting informed 
decisions and effective conservation efforts.

The goal will be to distribute (mostly) reusable water testing 
kits to individuals who sign-up and are trained to be Clean 
Bay Collective Citizen Scientists. The kits will include all 
materials and instructions needed to collect and report on 
quality data.

CLEAN BAY 
COLLECTIVE

Alamitos Bay
Water Testing Kit



WHAT’S AHEAD?Photo Credit: City of Long Beach

SUMMER 2025

Community Survey & Interviews

First Rounds of Water Quality Testing

Student End of Summer Showcase

Initial data analysis to identify early 
trends

Create short community video stories 
based on interviews

FALL 2025

Begin recruiting and training a cohort 
of local citizens to serve as Clean Bay 

Collective Citizen Scientists

Continue Water Quality Testing with 
Kayak Explorers & Citizen Scientists 

Launch Program Website

Feature community stories and 
updates on the website

SPRING/SUMMER 2026

Continue Water Quality Testing with 
Kayak Explorers & Citizen Scientists 

Organize a spring community science 
day or celebration event

Publish annual summary report and 
share findings with local policymakers, 

media, and the public



OTHER COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

Refill 

Store
Book
Club Clean-ups

Film

Screenings
City-Wide
Contests

Fix-It
Clinics



THANK 
YOU!
katie@algalita.org


